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Rochdale Township Blue Plaque Scheme 

Criteria and principles Rationale

1 Location of plaque installation

1.1 Buildings marked by plaques should be visible from the 
public highway and will normally only be erected on a 
building and not on a boundary wall or gate pier.

This ensures that the blue plaque is visible and 
prominent to the public.

1.2 Plaques should not normally be placed on sites of 
nominated former buildings which have been demolished 
and removed.

Plaques should only be installed and located on 
established buildings. It is difficult to create an 
historical association if there is no building or 
adequate structure to accommodate a blue plaque. 

1.3 It is recommended that commemorative plaques should 
not normally be placed on nationally or locally listed 
buildings. Consideration might be given about how else a 
building might be commemorated, other than through a 
blue plaque. 

This ensures the preservation of listed buildings. A 
listed building has already been recognised for its 
significance, so the installation of a blue plaque is not 
necessary.

2 Nominations of individual figures



2.1 In being awarded a blue plaque, a nominated individual 
associated with a building should have been born in the 
Borough and/or lived in the Borough for a significant 
period of time (5 years or more) and/or have made a 
significant contribution to the Borough. This might include 
making a positive contribution to the life of Rochdale 
Borough. A ‘significant contribution’ might also involve the 
individual being recognised for an ‘outstanding’ act and/or 
receiving a significant local or national award or 
achievement. 

Nominations can also be made if an individual figure is 
considered eminent by members of their profession. 
Where possible, consultation will be made with local 
groups in relation to the merits of the individual. 

This ensures that there is some guidance about what 
merits a successful nomination. However, it is also 
recognised that decisions are still subjective, as there 
can be no criteria about what constitutes a ‘significant 
award or achievement’, for instance. 

2.2 Fictitious characters should not normally be 
commemorated.

This ensures that there are some constraints on what 
merits a successful nomination and that local people 
will be better able to relate to and associate with a real 
person, building or event.  

2.3 Individuals who are nominated for a blue plaque should 
normally have passed away at least 10 years ago.

This ensures greater historical perspective in making 
decisions.

3 Limit on plaques per building

3.1 No more than two plaques on a building is the usual limit. This ensures that a building is not ‘cluttered’ by blue 
plaques. By installing a maximum of two blue plaques, 
this ensures that there is sensitivity to the historical 



context and fabric of the building. 
4 Decisions about nominations

4.1 Decisions about nominations for blue plaques should be 
made within the existing township structure. The 
fulfilment of these guidance criteria does not guarantee 
acceptance of a proposal and decisions about nominations 
for new blue plaques will be entirely at the discretion of 
elected members. 

This enables decisions to be made democratically at a 
local level.

4.2 In making decisions about plaque nominations for 
individuals, an event or a building, Rochdale Council 
officers and committee members should aim to consult 
relevant parties, including professionals (who relate to the 
plaque nomination) and historians, community groups and 
members of the public, where possible.

This enables robust decisions to be made about 
nominations, which considers expert and technical 
advice. It also helps to determine whether there is 
public demand and support for the blue plaque.

4.3 Rochdale Township should not normally accept more than 
2 blue plaque nominations per year.  

A limit on the number of plaques installed every year 
ensures sensitivity is given to the historic environment.

4.4 In being awarded a plaque, a nominated building should 
be recognised nationally, countrywide or locally as being 
of especial significance and worthy of recognition. A 
building might be recognised for its architectural value, its 
historical importance or association with an important 
local individual, for instance. However, where a significant 
building is listed, the criteria outlined in 1.3 of this report 
will be considered.

This allows decisions to be made about buildings which 
merit inclusion as a blue plaque.



4.5 In being awarded a plaque, an historical event should be 
recognised to be of significance in the history of the 
locality, or Borough as a whole. In determining whether an 
event is significant, it may be beneficial for local 
community groups and individuals to be consulted in 
respect of the event. 

This enables decisions to be made about events which 
merit inclusion as a blue plaque, while also providing a 
limit in nomination of events. 

4.6 In determining nominations for commemorative blue 
plaques, other forms of commemoration should also be 
considered, and a decision should be made based on what 
would be most appropriate. 

In considering the most appropriate means of 
commemoration, this ensures that there is 
consideration about the merits of installing a blue 
plaque. There may be instances where other forms of 
commemoration, such as an information board, might 
be deemed to be more appropriate. 

5 Funding

5.1 Members of the public who successfully nominate a blue 
plaque should fund the costs of installation in normal 
circumstances.

This ensures that Rochdale Borough Council is not 
financially obligated to meet the full costs associated 
with the blue plaque – the purchase of the blue 
plaque, costs associated with installation and 
maintenance. 

6 Design

6.1 The blue plaque should be ‘heritage style’. This means that 
is should be blue in colour and round in shape. It is not 
necessary for the same supplier to be used, but future 
blue plaques should share the same dimensions and 

This ensures the uniformity and cohesiveness of 
Rochdale Township’s Blue Plaque Scheme, and would 
result in a consistent approach being employed. The 
new plaques would be identifiable and could be easily 



specifications. The British Plaque Trust provide  design 
specifications which will be used for future blue plaques:

Shape – circular
Dimensions – 38cm diameter
Wording – typeface / illustrations – Succinct text 
Colour – dark blue with white lettering (BS 18E53)
Material – cast aluminium

The image, below, provides an example of a blue plaque 
which is ‘heritage style’: 

recognised as part of a local scheme. 



7 Management and maintenance

7.1 Rochdale Borough Council will, in normal circumstances, 
be responsible for installing new blue plaques, although 
would not be obligated to fund the costs (see Criteria 5.1).

This ensures a consistency in approach, and ensures 
that new blue plaques have the same specification and 
are installed in the same way. 

7.2 Once installed, a community group or individual 
nominating a blue plaque will normally be responsible for 
managing and maintaining it.

This ensures that Rochdale Borough Council / Rochdale 
Township have no obligation to inspect and preserve 
blue plaques which are nominated by public request.

7.3 Rochdale Borough Council reserves the right to remove a 
blue plaque, should it be deemed necessary.

In exceptional circumstances, it may be necessary to 
remove a blue plaque, once installed, and Rochdale 
Council would have the authority to do this. 

8 Review

8.1 The criteria for blue plaques nominations is implemented 
and evaluated by Rochdale Township, as and when 
necessary. 

This will enable criteria to be reviewed and updated, 
as necessary, to reflect changing conditions and 
circumstances.


